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The Human Rights Observer is a quarterly publication of the  Centre for Social Justice 
on issues and news concerning rights of religious minorities in Pakistan. All HRO issues 
to date are accessible through the official PCMR website at pcmr.pk.

Peoples Commission for Minorities' Rights is an independent, non-profit and non-
partisan advocacy group working for the promotion and protection of minority rights 
in Pakistan.
Our members bring unique professional skills, expertise & life experiences to our 
work. Hailing from majority & minority faith-based communities, our members 
include distinguished lawyers, activists, journalists, human rights defenders and civil 
society leaders who are fully committed to working for the promotion, protection and 
fulfilment of minority rights in Pakistan.
Our work cuts across key issue-areas facing minority citizens & communities, 
including, the rising incidence of forced conversions & related crimes, removal of hate 
material in educational curricula, reforms in Christian marriage laws, implementation 
of job quota, and lack of compliance with the Supreme Court's landmark judgment on 
minority rights protection.
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About CSJ

Centre for Social Justice (CSJ) is an orgnization that engages in result-oriented 
research, advocacy and capacity building concerning human rights, peacebuilding, 
democratic development and social justice for the people in general and marginalized 
groups in particular.
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Marshall Masih faces Discrimination in Job

Cases

st
On 21  May 2019, Marshal Masih – a young boy from Lahore – 
filed a writ petition in the Lahore High Court against the lack of 
implementation of the 5% job quota available for minority 
citizens seeking employment in the public sector.

Lack of implementation of 5% Quota for minorities in public 
sector jobs is a major obstacle in individual minority citizen's 
access to quality life opportunities. Coupled with abject 
poverty & relatively lower literacy rates among minority 
communities, quota provisions provide the most direct form of 
compensation & relief to a highly marginalized & alienated segment of the population. 

“When I called the Railways HQ Officer, he confirmed my name in the list but refused to 
apply the minorities quota in my case. In my experience, only minority citizens from 
affluent backgrounds are given jobs while the lower & middle class Christians are 
severely discriminated against.”   – Marshal Masih

Marshal's story is one case in point. After graduating with a Diploma, in March 2018, 
Marshal applied for a position in the Railway Headquarters Lahore where his father had 
been employed. He was particularly optimistic because the job advertisement mentioned 
quotas applicable in case of religious minorities and/or children of former employees. As a 
well-educated, dynamic & ambitious young man, Marshal couldn't help feel disillusioned as 
his candidacy was ignored by the Railway officials. Despite having scored significantly 
higher marks than candidates from the majority community, Marshal's application was 
rejected without a stated reason. 

Neither the 5% quota due to his religious minority status or the benefit of the 20% quota 
owing to his status as a son of a railway employee was made available to him, forcing 
Marshal to seek judicial intervention for setting aside the recruitment process. At present, 
Marshal awaits justice in the Lahore High Court in a legal battle taken up by the PCMR team 
in collaboration with the AGLS Legal Aid Centre.

Did You Know?
The State of Pakistan ratified the International Convention on Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination on 21st September 1966
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Reena & Raveena leave parents post  Faith Conversion

On 20th March, a night before 
Holi – the Hindu festival of 
lights, two young girls (Reena 
and Raveena) were abducted in 
Ghotki – a small village in 
interior Sindh, Pakistan. Later in 
the night, as their relatives 
realized that the girls were 
m i s s i n g ,  t h e y  b e g a n  a         
frantic search of nearby 
neighborhoods & villages. 

Despite the gravity of the 
allegation, the police authorities at Dharki thaana refused to register an F.I.R (First 
Information Report). Authorities' refusal & non-cooperative attitudes forced their families 
to stage a protest on the National Highway until the police finally agreed to register the 
case.

Soon after, a video was uploaded on social media, claiming that the two girls had wilfully 
chosen to convert to Islam.  As the video went viral, Mehngwar community activists 
protested outside the police.

While the family claimed that girls were underage (at 13 and 15 years of age), they were 
unable to provide evidence pointing to the same. 
Following the provincial Minister Owais Shah's visit 
to the family, an official investigation was launched 
into the case whereafter the girls admitted in Court 
that they had, in fact, accepted Islam on their own 
will.

The case has attracted attention from local & 
international circles, highlighting the need to affect 
legislative amendments in the current regime 
pertaining to forced marriage and underage 
marriage in Pakistan, and in doing so, address the 
phenomenon of double discrimination or double 

“It is the collective 
duty of the State and 
society that all victims 
of forced conversions 
& related crimes have 
ready and meaningful 

access to justice.”

I.A Rehman
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Reena and Ravena



Faith Conversion Hindu temple in Kumb set on fire

On 4th February, 2019, a Hindu temple 
located in Kumb area of Khairpur 
disctrict in Sindh was attacked by 
vandals. According to media sources, 
holy books (including, Bhagwat Geeta 
& Guru Granth Sahb) and idols were 
desecrated in an arson attack on the 
temple. 

Following the incident, an FIR was 
registered by the local police. 
Members  of  the  loca l  H indu 
community protested against the 
violation of their religious places of 
worship. Rajesh Kumar Hardasani, Adviser of the Pakistan Hindu Council, demanded 
implementation of SC's directive via-a- vis formation of a special task force for the security 
of Hindu temples. He said, “The task force should consist of non-Muslims who should be 
deployed for the security of minorities' religious places in order to avoid these kinds of 
incident”.

jeopardy faced by women from religious 
minority backgrounds in Pakistan.
 
On 26th March 2019, Member National 
Assembly (MNA), Dr. Ramesh Kumar tabled 
two bills and one resolution in the 
Parliament against forced conversions and 
child marriages of minority citizens in 
Pakistan.

One of the bills titled “The Child Marriage 
Restraint Act (Amendment) Bill 2019”, 
sought to safeguard the right of freedom of 
marriage and impose a ban on child 
marriages. The other bill titled “The 
Criminal Law (Protection of Minorities) Act 2019” stipulated that no person shall be 
deemed to have changed their religion until they attain the age of 18 years.  He further 
stated that any person who forcefully converts another person shall be liable to 
punishment and a fine to be paid to the victim.
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“There is a dire the need to 
institutionalize victim-friendly 

safeguards by enacting a 
specific and comprehensive 

legal framework that can 
deal with the unique 

complexities involved in 
such cases.”

Justice (R) Kailash Nath Kohli



By Sharoon Rokas - one of the trainees trained during PCMR's Training Programme who 
currently serves as the District Coordinator for Human Rights & Minorities Affairs, 
Sheikhupura. 

One of the issues facing the local Christian community in Sheikhupura is the need for more 
land for the local Christian graveyard - a matter that has been disputed for over 20 years. As 
a government official working on minority-related issues, Sharoon took practical steps to 
expedite & facilitate a legal solution to the conflicting & competing interests of affectees or 
stakeholders with the need for more graveyard space on one hand and the need to build a 
recreational zone (park) for the local community on the other. According to an earlier order 
issued by Additional District Collector (Sheikhupura) in 2014, extra land was allotted for the 
graveyard by reducing the area of the playground. Sharoon's efforts in collaboration with 
local stakeholders are geared towards ensuring implementation of this order in a timely 
and efficient manner in the future.

Land sought for Christian graveyard in Sheikupura
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On 23rd March 2019, one of PCMR's volunteers Mr. Rashid Ali visited a small village, Thariri 
Muhabat (District Dadu) as part of a fact-finding mission to report on the situation of the 
Bagri community.

Bagri is a Hindu tribe with its population concentrated in the province of Sindh and some 
presence in Southern Punjab. The Bagri community is one of the most impoverished and 
marginalized communities in Pakistan. 

According to the community leaders say that members of their community face multiple 
social, political and legal challenges including, threats to evict them from their own places 
of residence. Even observing and celebrating the religious festival of Holi has become risk-
ridden for the Bagri community as there are often threats of use of violence later. One such 
instance occurred 2 years ago when members of the community were threatened for 
celebrating Holi. Despite lodging formal complaints with the local administration and 
police, their efforts failed in the face of the authorities' extremely non-cooperative and 
hostile attitudes. During follow-up visits, police officials would use delaying tactics to avoid 
taking investigative and legal action. In fact, some members reported that instead of 
facilitating their access to legal justice, the authorities often pushed victims to leave their 
homes and migrate to another city or country.

The Bagri Community faces threats and state’s negligence 



It is time that the economic, social and cultural of marginalization faced by minorities 
in Pakistan is addressed. To this end, the government and civil society must work 
together to ensure equal and equitable rights guaranteed in the constitution of 
Pakistan.
Dr.  Alexander John Malik,  Bishop Emeritus of Lahore
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Thariri Muhabat (District Dadu)

Community leaders expressed their 
disillusionment toward politicians 
who only visited their village during 
elections. Talking about the major 
challenges faced the community, 
they expressed their concern over 
the un-helpful, and often hostile, 
attitudes permeating across state 
institutions (say, NADRA) where 
systemic level discrimination is 
evidenced in the difficulties faced 
by Bagri community when applying 
for the National Identity Card – 
possibly, the most fundamental 
right of every individual Pakistani 
citizen.
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2nd Meeting of the PCMR National Council in Lahore.

Participants along with Hussain Naqi & Peter Jacob during a training workshop on 
Human Rights Advocacy, Fact-finding & Reporting in Lahore.

Peter Jacob (Chairperson, PCMR) briefs participants during a Consultation Meeting on Measuring 
Level of compliance and Way Forward vis-a-vis SC Judgment dated 19th June 2014.

PCMR Activities



Members of the Jury during Peoples Inquiry into Alleged Forcfed Conversions & Trafficking of 
Minority Women take oath to protect rights of minorities in Pakistan.

Ravi Kumar (Member of KPK Assembly) speaks during consultation on 
ndFaith Conversions & Religious Freedom held in Lahore on 2  May 2019.

Shunila Ruth (Member of National Assembly) addresses participants during  
thconference held in Islamabad on 29  May 2019.
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thLaunch of Study on impact of Pakistan’s INGO Policy 2015 in Islamabad on 10  April 2019 
(See Featured Publications for more).

PCMR Members hand over draft bill for establishing a Punjab Commission for 
Minorities’ Rights during  People’s Assembly held on 10th February 2019 in Lahore.

Peoples Assembly on 10th February 2019 in Lahore.
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Pakistan Hindu Senator, Ms. Krishna Kumari becomes first 
woman to chair Senate session
Pakistan’s first female Hindu Senator, Ms. Krishna 
Kumari Kolhi became the first woman to chair a session 
of the Senate on the occasion of International Women's 
Day.

Helena Saeed becomes Pakistan's first 
Additional Inspector General
Helena Saeed became the first female Additional 
Inspector General in Pakistan – the highest 
ranking female police officer in the country. 
Helena hails from Quetta, Balochistan and 
belongs to the Christian community.

NEWS ITEMS

At PCMR, our goal is to undertake concerted efforts to urge the federal & provincial 
governments to show greater interest in protecting the human rights of minority 
citizens in line with the founding ideological & constitutional values of Pakistan. 
Justice (R) Nasira Iqbal

US Commission on International Religious Freedom issues 2018 Report

The annual 2019 Report to Congress on International Religious Freedom gauging  the status 
of religious freedom in every country, was issued earlier this year. For each successive year, 
the report covers government policies violating religious belief and practices of groups, 
religious denominations and individuals, and U.S. policies to promote religious freedom 
around the world. According to the report, Pakistan remains in the Tier 1 category of 
Countries of particular Concern.
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 Featured Publications

A research study conducted exploring the nature & incidence of 
forced conversions & related crimes committed against minority 
women in Pakistan. The report tabulates data collected from 
multiple sources (including, newspapers, NGO reports, and 
police/court documents) pertaining to individual cases of forced 
conversions, forced marriage, kidnapping/abduction, underage 
marriage and cross-border trafficking.

Silence of the Lamb

A position paper highlighting the major lacunae in existing laws 
governing Christian marriages, divorces etc. The Paper was prepared 
following a series of consultations attended by legal experts & 
Christian religious leaders. The paper also includes a series of 
recommendations for government institutions, CSOs and religious 
leadership aimed at building consensus on the way forward.

An independently conducted compliance analysis 
seeking to gauge compliance levels with Supreme 
Court's landmark Jillani Judgment passed on 19th June 
2014. The report provides an overview of the steps 
taken by the federal and provincial governments & their 
subsidiary bodies to implement the 8 specific directives 
issued by the Court addressing issue-areas such as 
removal of hate material taught in schools/colleges, and 
protection of religious places of worship.

Reforms in Christian Marriage Laws

A Long Wait for Justice

A study on the impact of Pakistan's INGOs/NGOs Policy 2015, 
incorporating the economic, legal and technical analysis of the Policy 
as well as a survey-based analysis of the socio-political context. The 
study also includes specific recommendations for State institutions, 
political parties, local NGOs and INGOs on how to effectively pursue 
human development goals in Pakistan.

Defining National Interest in Human Development
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